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System is moving steadily toward Deep South Texas.  Note that much of the “action” has 
been in the southern semicircle compared with the center location (red dot).  This may 
shift back and forth through the afternoon, which is why the swath of heavy rain is 
expected to be in northern sections of the Rio Grande Valley Counties. 
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The mid and upper level atmospheric flow remains steady from the east, as indicated by 
the green lines being relatively close together for this time of year, and the wind field 
(yellow barbs).  The late bend to the northwest is associated with the wave that is Don.  In 
short, there is no indication of any slowdown; this event will generally last 12 hours from 
start to finish.   
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Rain and urban flooding are the key elements with Don.  Note the fine line between 2 
inches and 4 inches.  The southern semicircle may shrink and expand from time to time, 
and the red area is where activity will be most concentrated.   
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Wind gusts, too, will follow the strongest thunderstorm cells.  There is very little time for 
the center of Don to intensify, thus any core winds above 35 mph at landfall along the 
Kenedy/Willacy County coast will quickly drop below sustained tropical storm force.  Gusts 
matter, however, and 40+ mph gusts are expected in the orange/brown colored area, with 
a few 50+ mph gusts in the peach colored area.  The strongest cells may push out a 60 mph 
gust. 
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We’ve added moderate impact for inland flooding in an area that combines the highest rain 
forecast with the highest urban populations.  Even 2 to 4 inches of rain in McAllen-Weslaco 
can be a significant flood threat for some communities, particularly where infrastructure 
for drainage cannot handle downpours.  On the top  of the slide, note the moderate impact 
for marine interests.  This will mainly be from a period of gale force sustained winds with 
near storm force gusts, along with seas briefly building to or above 12 feet, particularly 
north of Port Mansfield. 
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This slide shows what Low and Moderate means, for Inland Flood Impact. 
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Potential wind impact has been raised to “Low” for all areas.  This matches closely with the 
tropical storm warning area, which covers nearly all of Deep South Texas. While sustained 
winds are expected to peak in the 20 to 25 mph range (perhaps 30 to 35 mph over the King 
Ranch), gusts above 40 mph in all areas have the potential to produce minor damage, as 
specified on the following slide. 
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Definitions of “None” and “Low” potential impact for wind.  Note the term “potential”. As 
certainty in the forecast increases, potential becomes “expected” impact.  In this case, the 
impact of the Low area will come from gusts, particularly from western Hidalgo through 
southern Zapata County. 
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Rip Current is the biggest threat to people.  Most important since SPI is at peak vacation 
season until early August. 
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